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NEW YORK’S $8,000,000
PUBLIC LIBRARY [

S

THE BUILDING ON FIFTH

AVENUE NEARLY READY
TO RECEIVE READERS

Carrere & Hastings, Architects.

THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY.

The New York Public Library has I decided expressions of like or diplike‘\ Several of the Carnegie circulating libra- ‘ been erected. It is 300 feet long on Fifth
gradually grown up before the eyes of than any other, part of the ornamen- |ries were associated with the Lenox and | avenue, from Fortieth to Forty-second
tation, all of which waa done in plaster Astor in the new foundation, which wag| street, and 270 feet deep from Fifth ave-

the New Yorkers who are soon to be ad-
mitted to its privileges and it is already
one of the hest known buildings in this
city. [Itssite makes it visible to the thou-
sands who daily pass up and down Fifth

avenue. Its architectural beauty makes |

it so different from the surrounding
structures that it never fails to attract
i tha notice of pedestrians.

Evidence of the widespread interest
felt in the building has been afforded to
the architects by the comments and
correspondence that have followed every
visible change in the structure. The
case of the lions is in point.

Once they had been put in place, there
was an outbreak of criticism in which
opinions of the most varied character
were uttered. The same thing occurred

when' the squlptures of Paul W. Bartlett |
When the two |

were placed in the attic.
vases in frout of the fountain niches
appeared there was the same exhibition
of popular interest in the appearance
of the library. But E. . Potter's sculp-

and was put up merely to try its effect | incorporated as the New York Public | nue.

before the marble replicas were put into
place.

The legenda of the new
are already comprehensive.
them are naturally comic.

*You see that old man with the gray
beard?" aska the conductor of his gaping

institution

charges on the rubberneck wagon. “Well, '

that old man used to be an office hoy
when the building of the library was
begun. And look at him now.”

Of course the inspiration of this humor
was the watchman. Jibes asto the length
of time it had taken to erect the structure
used to be common

that it was practically imposaible to spend
mbre than a million dollars a year in put-

! ting up the building
When Samuel 4, Tilden died in 1886 the |

project to unite the Astor and Lenox
libraries on one foundation seemed likely

to be fulfilled through the fortune left to
I the city for educational purposes Ly Mr.
| Tilden.

It took nine years to settle the

Some of |

It was difficult to!
make the public accept the explanation

| Library. The city agreed to provide a
| site for the institution and put up a build-
ing on condition that a circulating library
should be part of the foundation and
that the library should be open evenings,
Sunday afternoons and holidays. With
. these conditions accepted the terms of the
open competition among architects were
announced and from the designs offered
the best six were to be accepted. This
competition was won by Carrére & Hast-
ings on November 11, 1897

| Inthe meantime the site of the old reser-
| voir had been secured for the library and
in June, 1809, the work of removing this
Egyptian memorial of old New York was
begun. The foundations on which the
present library stands were started in the
!spring of that vear. Mavor Seth Low
laid the cornerstone on November 10
11902, Now, nine years later, the building

is ready, with the exception of a few de-

tails, to be dedicated to the public
Some statistics of the New York Public

| Library are necessary to a conception of

tured lions probably came in for more { legal complications arising over the will. l the great scale on which the building has

Musician:, Athletes, Architects, Actors, Prluhghhu, Students, Some

of the Products of the Columbia

1n San Francisco hefore the fire—dear
is the phrase to the Western coast—Aleck
ran a bozxing club above a

Greggain

saloon at Sixth and Folrom streeta. It

was in that roaring zone south of Market |
street which is to the Golden Gate city

as the East Side is to New York.
Boys flocked to Greggain

bollermakers.
prizefighters,

blamed city of New Yark.

Fxactly a block away from Greggain's

and he
taught them how to slug each other like
Some were graduated as
Some may now be seen
of an evening supporting those lamp-
posts, one of which the gifted Jimmy |
Britt said he'd rather be than the whole

Park Boys' Club of San Francisce

a project of settlement uplifters. Agso-
ciated with the founders were Ermest
Peixotto, artist; Frank Norris, novelist;

{ Porter Garnett of the Argonaul; Loring
Rixtord, architeot; Newton J. Tharp, now
city architect of San Francisco, and Er-

nest Peixotto's brother Sidney. Pres-

ently Burgess made such a hit with his
fantastic magazine the Lark that he came

East to realize on it.

The cluh wasn't all that Sidney Peixotto

thought it might be. He says now that it

| was too socialistic, that leadership was
| divided on the theory that each man was
was enough if

equally capable and it

each gave his services one night a week

elub is and was the Columbia Park Boys |Ope day they told Sidney Peizotto that

Club. There boys from the stock that |he was working too hard, whereupon he
mounlded o adroitly were | quit the club and founded another, the
learning the music of Schubert and|Columbia Park Boys Club, to which he
Wagner, grappling with architecture and |
mechanics, mastering the drama by giv-
ing two impromptu plays a day in their
own small theatre and doing things in
athletics far better than their pals overy
Some of them have even
There's One Round
Hogan, for instance, who, encountering
on the

Greggain

at Gireggain's,
hecome prizefighters

his old Colimbia Park mentor
street a while ago, said: : .
“Yep,

vet mavhe ™
The Columbia
come 10

CHfN House,
Lick Observatory «
Hig Basin
hers and Sidney
head of the club

Peixotto,

working their way Fast by ginging and
slaying and vandeville sinee November | of him
#  They had planned to go to Mexico, |
where snnrantee of $10,000 had bheen
promised . gt thy
thiat and they  headed instewd for thel
Athintic svabward
Lhe veal story of the ¢
Bove Cinb Boos ik 10 1500 when D

Philip King Brawn

and a Boston settlemisnt

“WOrken
grivted 1o San Vreaneg el ot Gelett |
Rurgess 1hs vher of drawit
University of Wt Lo help him start
the ~an o o Bove Clg) 1L wasn't

!L‘

I'm fighting for a living, Mr.

has given his whole time since 1805.

his own that was new to (‘alifornia.

#treet urchin of the Mission distriet

Park Roys Club las for
be an institution as peculiar |

founder and '
are in New York .'il'll‘t"im-tuhhul“'

itrips which

In 1808 he

Itu tuke him out of school
worked to keep him in and succeaded

IR TR |

His aim was to work out a system of there. And there have been 4,000 Loys
He
would djg deeper into boy nature than |
others had done and bring up nuggets ' "Well, we aim at perfect boy happiness,
of good*that he believed lay in every |and we do not find it hard to draw out
He |the fineat there is in his nature, which
would highly organize athletics and teach | is pretty fine,

the boys trades in an ideal workshop
where each could have individual atten-
: tion. He would have them under his super- | ask him if he cun sing and he answers
Peixotto, but don't take it too Imrri.:‘\»iﬂit,n in the summer also. He would per- | ‘Naw." We show him that he can. We
I'm cutting the |ul(l?,lﬂ and the girls and | guade working boys to become school- | tench him to ure his beautiful treble,
saving money.  You'll be proud of me|hoys by taking the club on long summer |
only schoolboys had tinmi

b A | Before the days of the club, Mr. Peix-|credible change has been wrought in
to California as the seals beyond the | oita says, not a boy had studied boyond | him, and we've got him,
the caves of La Jolla, the | the grammar school in all that district
r the redwoods of the | of 100,000 population
Now thirty-nine of the mem- | William (ileason to £o to high school.
Willie prinked for the occasion and tlw!

ot

wives told Mrs. (ileason that | that he can do that too. One hundred
she was making a “white collar bum” out

Mrs. Gleakon, affrighted, tried
Mr. Peixotto

: - - = -
i classes of the Columbia Park Boys' ('lub | he says:
] | and some eaven ventured into high school |

| too |

| Since then twelve graduates of the club |

| | have got degrees from the University of |
' Califoruia, and according to Mr. Peixotto
[l all that district of 100,000 persons has
i | been stirred by the notion of educa.ion.

| The other day Gelett Burgess was
| doubled up in a chair at the Players Club
of New York reading. Along came a
voung man who said. “Why, hello, Mr.
| Burgess, do you remember me?"

|  The father of the *Goops” and limner
iur the purple cow confessed that he didn't
seem to. Said the young man:

“I'm Ed Morrissey and was in the
Columbia Park Boys Club when you were
in San Francisco.®

Then Mr. Burgess remembered. Mlor-
rissey was the club's prize actor. He
was also the first boy the club sent to the
university. At 24 he was stage manager
of a No. 1 Clyde Fitch company.

Another club prodigy was Nat Schmulo-
witz. He also went to the University of
California. There he wrote and played
in the junior farce, and did the same for
the senior farce that was put on last year
in the university's Greek theatre,

Incidentally Mr. Peixotto savs that in
the eight yvears of the San Francisco
Juvenile Court only two of the Columbia
Park boys, from San Francisco's East
| Bide, mind you, have been arraigned

in the club altogether,
“How do we do it?" says Mr. Peixotto.

*Take musie, for instance. The aver-
|age boy worshipa a musician, yet you

“He is delighted and astonished. He
may have never heard of the ‘unattain-
able ideal,’ but he knows that some in-

body and soul,
always after that.

“Then we show him that play does
not mean just baseball, FEach of our 220
boys must play an instrument. He finds

leaving out the courtyard on the
Fortieth street side of the building, it
extends over an area of 115,000 feet,
The reading room, on the Bryant Park
side of the building, is the largest apart-
ment of the kind in the world. It is 205

Beneath this reading room is the main
stack room, divided into seven stories,
The stack room is fitted with sixty-three
miles of shelves, capable of holding 2,700,-
000 volumes. As other rooms for books
are capable of holding about 800,000
volumes the library may house as many
as three and a half million books.

In addition to the main reading room
there are 200 smaller rooms meant for
VArIOUR purposes,

As a home for the valuable booka it
contains the new building is naturally
fireprool. The book shelves are of bronze

and this material with marble practically | of the building which gend on the north  corresponding point

!hu done two figures called “Art” and  whole length of the building at the rear;

makes up the whole building. There is
375,900 cubie feet of marble in the library
and wood is used only in the wainscoting
of certain rooms.

The history of the New York Puhlir.‘t
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day." When the group is assembled’in a
little room off the stage the teacher says
it's all impromptu, so nobody has to put
in extra time studying:

“'I tell’'you what we'll have to-day, a
scens in a churchyard. Two of you shall
be trampa, so and so will be a ghost and
the rest will take such and such parts.
You, Jimmy Flynn, will say so antl so,
and you, Sol Levy, will say so and so, and
we'll have the play end this way. Re-
member?'

“The boya answer yes, and the play
begins with an audience of sixty members
of the club. Every afternoon we have a
new play and every evening it is repeated
with a different caet, and a remurkable set.
of boy actors has been produced. |

“Outsiders who come in can't believe
that there has been no rehearsal, so quaint
and spirited is the performance. It's one
of our proudest traditions that the plays
must be done just right.”

A visitor to the manual training depart-
ment, saws Mr. Peixotto, finds it unlike
such appendages of other boys' clubs,
The art classes are particularly successful
because of the emphasis placed on a boy
copying a thing just as he sees it. Among
other things they teach poster making,
illuminating manuscripts and architec-
ture.

The club also has a gymnasium and
compulsory military drill.
taught parliamentary procedure, but Mr.
Peixotto maintaina that debatin
hoys is & failure by reason of their im-
maturity.

The long trips for which the club is
celebrated on the Paciflc coast grew out
of the fact that Mr. Peixotto loves to
walk, In his first year at Columbia Park
he and three boys walked from Stockton
to the Yosemite. The next year five
did the same thing and the next year
twelve.

'Even with no carfare to pay the cost
was greater than the tourists could afford.
Thereafter they resolved to me their
way by playing and acting and acrobat-
ics that they had learned at the club.
the summer of 1802 thirty boys bam-
stormed from Eureka to Point Arena,
480 miles, tramping from town to town
and giving & show every night, be their
legs ever so tired, in whatever town hall
or church would receive them.

“The next summer they walked all
the way from San Francisco to Los An-
gulos, 550 miles. A band of twelve pieces

In

musicians.  Most of the others would be
Such ix our band.

“Then we have a chorus of forty boys
who sing best and many soloists. They
sing the best music that's written and are
delighted to do it. We put that music

can forget it, and musio has its own way
of making a better citizon of its possessor.

“In some wavs onr theatre is the most
interesting thing about the club  Every
day a teacher goes through the workshop
and picks out wix or seven boys, to whom

and ten of the members now rank as|boot

if we could afford to buy more instru-|
. |Mments,
isirrection quashed | Now Gleason is head bookkeeper in a big
| packing house and bent on going higher.

Others, knowing that a South o' Market
olilibia Park | boy was barred from office work, had
labared for $4 & week either at the “dinky,”
i Harvard graduste | which is a plass factory.. or in the bc;l
mi- factories, which never turn an applieant
away because o many follis are needed
g in the (1o make cases in which Culif rnia’s fruit
Muny of them, moved by the
rice of Willie tileason, joined the night

into the boys so deep that they never

with eight bugles and eight drums to
scattered Columbia Park music
'all along the coast., When the boys took
the traﬁl homa from Los Angeles they
| had been away saven weeks, had visited
parts of the State hidden to the Pullman
nightseer and had made almost enough
money to pay their fares back

In 1910 one party of
| on another Fureka trip.
went up to Heattle in &
almoat paid their way. h
and was prepared (o put on a vaude-
ville show of fourteen acts at flve min-
utes notice. Also each had a baseball
team.

with bush league grownups whom they
vhallenged wnd won them all.

| space

Library is epitomized in the lnwriptionl!windo“ with square windows in the
that occupy the three spaces on the attic. | second floor. "

On the left in the square space are the  On the attic the sculptures by Paul
words “The Astor Library, founded by | W. Bartlett stand for “Drama and Poetry”
John Jacob Astor for the advancement of |and “Religion and Romance,” while the
useful knowledge, 1848." On the centre single figures at the end represent “His-
in the inscription “The Lenox tory" and “Philosophy.”

Library, founded by James Lenox, dedi-| The main hallway, which all visitors

| cated to history, literature and the fine from Fifth avenue first enter, is entirely
feet long, 77 feet wide and 50 feet high.

arts. On the right plaque is the inacrip- of white marble, the ceiling being of the
tion: “The Tilden Trust, Founded by ' same material. White marble staircases
Samuel Jones Tilden to serve the in- at either end of this entrance hall Jead
terests of science and popular education, | to the upper floors.
1888 " |  On the south half of the front of the
These three inscriptions were com- |building and extending around the
posed by Charles W. Eliot. | Fortieth street side are the administra-
Thers are two niclies on each side of , tion offices of the library. On the part
the entrance intended for

‘We want you for the show lo-|

i

Everv boy is

among

is de- are small reading rooms.
scribed as “Beauty Overwhelming Ugli- On Forty-second street there ia the
ness” and the other as “Truth Overcom- | entrance for those who use the circulating
ing Falsehood .”
Corinthian columns decorate the piers ' the basement on the north side. At a
on the Fortieth
and south sides in an adaptation of a |street side there is the service entrance.
classic pavilion. George Grey Barnard  The reading room is 385 feet long, the

“Science” for these pavilions.

Mr. Peixotto says such expeditions
supply the best training in self-reliance
that he knows of. On the tramps every
bit of the camp work—oh, yes, they sleep

THOSE SAD OLD PLAYS

Which Theatregorers of a Geoeration Age
Theroughly Enjoyedh

every night beneathea starry California e
sky l’iut ﬁnmu no summer rain—is scien- | __MAcoN, Mo., April 8.—The other day
tifically shared. Manager Harry Logan of the Logan Thea-

“Teaching the art of working through
play,” Mr. Peixotto calls it.

The great Australian journe{. from
which the club's calendar of larks is
now dated, began in May, 1900. The
thirty-nine boys who made it were at
sea two months. They visit d SBamoa,
Tahiti and New Zealand on the outward
trip and Fiji and Hawaii coming home,
They traversed Australia from Sydney
to Calgoordie in the western gold flelds,
3,700 miles, by boat d rail. With
vaudeville, band conoerls, gymnastio
exhibitions and football games they
earned $26,000, which they needed, as
the steamship fares alone were $11,000.

The Young Australian League, which
invited them down, saw to it that they
were entertained at Australian homes
throughout the continent. At Sydney in
July after a football mateh Lady Chelms-
ford descended to the fleld and presented
to them a flag of New South Wales.

They won twenty-seven of thirty-eight
football matches and gave their show in
sixty eities and towns. It was nine
months before S8an Franocisco saw them
again and began learning from them
football as the Australians play it.

When in November last the Mexican
trip had to be given L;P after thirty boys
had been studying nish for many
weeks the Santa Fé Railroad folks offered
to take them to Chicago if they'd give
concerts in eating houses along the way.
So they came East.

They were in Chicago two months
demonstrating Mr, Peixotto's idea of
what & boys' club ought to be. Among
their performances were twelve at the
fie‘l;i]u_mmlnl;:;glﬂ#hmy |»luy¥;ln'mdn. N

rigina oy expec 0 go home
from Chicago, but the pull of New York
was irresistible. Starting eastward again
with the hope of making their way as
they had done before, they found Illinois
anil_ Indiana not quite ar hospitable as
California and Australia. At South Bend
they had-to turn back. In Chicago again
they played three weeks in vaudeville
theatres and came to New York on the
proceeds

They are here, Mr. Peixoito says, on
the two well defined missions which have
guided all their trips; for their own edu-
cation and 1o give an ohject lesson more
impressive than any leoture in the proper
way to handle boys from the sluins. |
They are staying at thoe Newaboys Home
in New Chambers street with Mr. Peixotto. | 2

Every night they give a concert for the | #nJoy

tre received this note, which was written
in a girl's hand:

Dianr Mpi. Locgan: Why don’t youn ever
have a sad play any more? 1 go to yvour
shows regular, and they always make you
laugh,
want to laugh all the time. 1 like
Lynn” and “The Two Orphans,” and solemn
shows sometimes, because people like to
cry as well as laugh, don't you think?

Yours, A LoveERr oF 1HE DRrAMA

and said: .
“SBhe—if it is a she—is voieing the senti-
ment of many years ago.

to the moving pictures,

the serious plays were popular.
repértoire was 'East Lynne,’ ‘Ten Nights

Swap,' ‘The Two Orphans,’' ‘Hazel Kirke,'
‘Fanchon the Cricket," and several other
plays 1 can't now recall. Wo would
lead off with ‘Seth Swap,' a funny piece.

“'‘East Lynne' would be the big event
of the week and we always presented it
Thursday night. I've seen handker-
chiefs out all over the house when that was
played. People would apparently enjoy
a good old ory just as much as a hearty
laugh.

“One night at Centreville a woman
came near bysting up the show by her
excessive emotion. She boohooed as
though she had just received a telegram
announcing the sudden death of all her
kin. It was such a display that the
actors, who were trying to do a very

the audience quit erying and began to
| giggle.

“The manager sent a man out 1o quiet
the griefstricken woman. He approached
'her softly, touched her on the shoulder
and gently remonstrated.

paid 30 cents to get into the show and that

boys took in $4.800 California and
Another party |a
rivate oar and |

had a band | off at some of the city boys' clubs and

The team of the delegation that | afterward, but so fur that's only & vision
went to Seattle played fourteen games | which Nidney Peixotto is keeping as the

by eagér lm’uiry a8 to the chances of jand as loud as she felt like.
‘joining the club and being taken baok to
n Francisco. An uptown father whose
won isn't at all & newshoy but who saw
|und heard the Columbia Park crew per-
{form the other night has told Mr. Peixotto
that he's going to send the youngster to

t him live at the club for

further remonsirance
on the actors,

But it was t

of money. There were no moving pic-
tare shows and the low prices
répertoire shows took with the people.

|

yOAr.
*‘ha Columbia Park boys expect to show

mnasiums while they're here. They
Bnn next to march on Boston and then
hiladelphia. They may sail for England

knew nearly all the parts by heart,

lonly secret which he and his comrades
do not share.

fountains. of the front of the library running toward |
Within them are to stand statues by the Forty-second street pavilion there !
| Frederick Macmonnies. One

which is all right, but you don't’
“East |

I judge she is |
referring to theatrioal troupes and not |

“When I was with the Peyton company l
Our |

in a Barroom,’ ‘Joshua Whiteomb,' ‘Seth |

! She removed | Mr. Logan
| & watery handkerchiel and turffing her ' Theatre, St. Louis, when [ was o =t
| tear stained face toward him said ahe had | boy, and the
she had thereby acquired the right mi )
it in whatever way pleased her hap never lest me.
newsboys, which " i8 invariably followed | best and that she intended to cry as long

“The usher had no answer to that am'll

he let her go on and enjoy herself without | More dramatic

| there with their hideous red caps, .
ough | the beautiful woman from Austriaallso

“In those days, some twenty-five years J
ago, the week stand shows made a pot | #nd the drummers beut the Rogue's M

pllyﬁd in the orchestra and had into the basket.
seen the performance so often that I
Onel wopry
night 1 told Mr. Peylon that T believed | instead of shedding toars for tho= 0o
knew Seth Swap as well as the man that suffered long before we were hord

dows and at night eighteen Renaissin

electroliers perform the same function
Books of reference are to he hid 1

this room. A wooden screen elabopately

.carved in the Renaissance style concasl
| the desks of the librarians and the i
| that bring the books up from the stack

rooms. A gallery running about the roer
supplies additional spaece Tor hoel
The vaulted ceiling of this rovon T
green, blue and red.

Behind the blind top story of the libran
in a reries of art galleries lighted from
the top. The ceiling over the stairci=«
has been decorated with an elaborai:
painting by Jamea Finn.

Exclusive of the value of the land the
cost of the new library i more than
$8,000,000. The styie may he deseribed ge -
erally as Renaissance, although it has heen’
adapted to Amerigan uses. The purpose

| of [Carrére & Hastings in building the
library. This library is to be situated in

library in the style they did was to creat«

| something more than merely a buildingto
{use as a library. They planned also an

edifice which may delight theeye, Thenew
Public Library is intended as an evi-
dence of the city's respect for archi-

Between it is 50 feet high and over 75 feet wide. | tecture and beauty as well' as a means
the Corinthian colnmns are rounded | It is lighted naturally by fifteen long win- | to spread knowledge and learning

played it. Peyton laughed and bet me
a dollar I didn't. 1 took him ap and he
let me try the part. After the show he
gave me a dollar. That was at Cla-
rinda, la.

“All répertoire shows can play ‘Uncle
Tom's Cabin’ if they have to, hut don’t
often put it on except in cases of needing
the wherewithal pretty bad. One week
we started in on bad luck up in lowa
and when Wednesday came we decided
to abandon the date: there didn't seem to
be any chance of making good there
So we hurriedly billed three other towns
for the remgining daye in the week, and

| although we had no dogs or scenery o1
Mr. Logan smiled as he showed the note | the play we gave 'em ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin

{ and made a hit at each place

“Uncle Tom' was the aotors' unfalter-
ing friend in those dave. If a show was
hard up and didn't have any angel to
draw on the manager would get ont &
railrgad map and spot a few good 'Uncle
Tom’ towns, and he nearly alwaye made
good.

“1 don’t believe ‘'Tom’ shows are doing
much good in the West now, although the
men running them insist they are. They
don't amount to much here. The ten-

"Ch‘_m‘y of the times seems to be for some-
| thing bright and sparkling, with plenty
| of action.

The audience hasn't any
patience with the working out of some
complicated problem play,

“The men who produce plays foliow
same theory that governs those who write
for the up to date magazines. You can
sell a4 funny story twice as quick a- you
can a sad one. Why? Because the od

the

itors have accurately gauged the wants

of the readers of the United Statos and

jare trying as besat they can to supph
| those wants.
'magazines are of the seme class tha
affecting soene, got to snickering nntﬁpatrunim-thmlu-utr». When there conee

And the people that res

a demand for the weeping play there
he plenty of playwrights to turn on !
stream - never fear.”

“One of the sad old time plavs w.s
Marie Antoinette,' remarked a g
man who was in the theatre oftice will
“1 saw it at thoe Olymge

pain 1 suffered in secins
France's heautiful queen led to the =
fold in the presence of a howling 1

W

“First, the executioner cut off the po
victim's beautiful hair and teod 0ot
lessly under his heavy feot. History #
she cat her hair herself; the puy
The frowsy wonen wet

of names; the executioner was on ¢
looking man, wearing & black eve v

as she ascended the steps to the il
“It. was a very realistio scene and

of the curtain dropped as the queen’s |l 1

some mechanical device appaien!
1 was very m
rn-ﬁm{ with the play, but [ don’ '
‘A go to*it again. There's pie

over what happens i«



